
REFERENCE SOURCES 
 

 

The UVA Libraries maintain thousands of “reference” books which can be used to locate 

information of all types, including biographies, facts and figures, encyclopedia articles, maps, 

statistics, dictionaries and many other resources.  It is not possible to list every potentially useful 

reference book, printed or online, here—always ask at the Information Desk in any library for 

help in finding the specific kind of reference resource you need.  That said, here are some tools 

that may be useful to you when researching a topic: 

 

ACCESS  SCIENCE 

This is the online version of the McGraw-Hill Encyclopedia of Science and Technology.  

It also includes a dictionary component, biographies of notable scientists, student essay 

tools and study guides, and images in addition to its expected articles.  

(http://www.accessscience.com/server-java/Arknoid/science/AS ) 

 

CRC NETBASE COLLECTION 

Online full-text access to the information contained in hundreds of science and 

engineering handbooks produced by the CRC Publishing Company.  Access to the 

famous CRC Handbook of Chemistry and Physics is also available.  

(http://www.crcnetbase.com/search/advanced_search.asp ) 

 

ENCYCLOPAEDIA BRITANNICA ONLINE 

Online version of the famous English language encyclopedia.  Contains a dictionary and 

thesaurus, video clips, atlas, country comparisons, historical timelines, and quotations in 

addition to the expected articles.  (http://search.eb.com/ ) 

 

KNOVEL LIBRARY 

The Knovel Library provides online content for over 800 science and engineering 

reference books from a variety of major publishers.  A highly useful feature of the 

Knovel Library is the many interactive tables, graphs and live equations that allow users 

to work with the data they find in Knovel without having to use other applications. 

(http://www.knovel.com/knovel2/library/default.jsp ) 

 

OXFORD DICTIONARY OF NATIONAL BIOGRAPHY 

Presents the lives of British persons from the earliest times to the end of the 20th century.  

(http://www.oxforddnb.com/subscribed/ ) 

 

SAFARI TECH BOOKS ONLINE 

Safari Tech Books Online provides online access to the full text and code of hundreds of 

popular and technical computer science and computer programming language books. 

(http://proquest.safaribooksonline.com/?uicode=virginia ) 
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