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Starting Points… 

 

http://www.lib.virginia.edu/brown/ 

From the Brown Library home page for access to Subject Guides ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ άwŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊŜŜƴΣ ǘƘŜƴ 

ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ά{ǳōƧŜŎǘ DǳƛŘŜǎέΦ  bƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ .{9[ ƭƛƴƪ ǘŀƪŜǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ more Subject Guide pages than does the similar link from 

the maiƴ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ǇŀƎŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ ōŜƭƻǿΦ  For access to Journal Articles ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άDƻ ǘƻ 5ŀǘŀōŀǎŜǎέ ƭƛƴƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǎƛŘŜ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜ ƻǊ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ άwŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ά5ŀǘŀōŀǎŜǎέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜΦ  

 

http://www.lib.virginia.edu/ 

From the [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ main home page for access to Subject Guides ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά{ǳōƧŜŎǘ DǳƛŘŜǎέ ƭƛƴƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά5ƻ ¸ƻǳǊ 

wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘέ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ  bƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƛƴƪ ǿƛƭƭ not take you to some of the more specialized Subject Guides available from 

the BSEL home page.  To access Journal ArticlesΣ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άCƛƴŘ !ǊǘƛŎƭŜǎΣ ŜǘŎΦ ¦ǎƛƴƎ 5ŀǘŀōŀǎŜǎέ ƭƛƴƪΦ  !ƭǎƻ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ 

άTools to Help You Do Researchέ ƭƛƴƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘΦ 

mailto:sciref@virginia.edu


Journal Articles  Newspaper Articles  

 America: History & Life  
Covers the history of the United States and 

Canada from prehistory to present with records 

from 2,000 English-language journals published 

worldwide.  Use Historical Abstracts for the 

rest of the world. 

 Compendex 
A large interdisciplinary engineering database 

listing journal articles, technical reports and 

conferences. A "must search" index for any 

engineering topic.  

 CQ Researcher 
Provides in-depth reports on selected issues in 

the news with lists of recommended books and 

articles.  

 InfoTrac General OneFile  
Large general database of articles from popular 

magazines, scholarly journals, and a few 

newspapers covering a wide range of topics. 

Millions of full -text articles, many with images.  

 Web of Science 
Another "must search" database. Includes 

Science Citation Index, Social Sciences 

Citation Index, and Arts & Humanities Citation 

Index, which can be searched together or 

separately. Daily updates make it a good source 

for very recent information. Citations include 

number of times the article has been cited by 

others, as well as bibliographies for most 

articles.  

 Factiva  
Company and business information from Dow 

Jones; articles from over 6,000 newspapers and 

periodicals plus news photographs. Select 

"News pages" to browse daily issues of recent 

newspapers from many countries; use "Search" 

to find older articles.  

 Lexis-Nexis  
News and business information from sources 

around the world; book reviews, biographical, 

and other reference sources; U.S. Code, 

constitution, and court cases. Includes many 

newspapers. Most entries are full-text, some 

updated daily.  

 ProQuest Historical Newspapers  
Search and see full text of articles from the New 

York Times (1851-2001), the Wall Street 

Journal (1889-1997), the Chicago Tribune 

(1890-1984), Los Angeles Times (1881-1985). 

and the Washington Post (1877-1987). For 

more recent issues, use Factiva.  

 World News Connection  
Information from thousands of foreign media 

sources, including speeches, radio, television, 

newspapers, periodicals, and books. Includes 

unclassified military, political, environmental, 

sociological, scientific and technical data. All 

material translated into English.  

 

Pictures and Graphics 

No matter where you find an image you would like to use in your paper or presentation, you should always 

assume that it is copyrighted. You need to cite where you found the image and give proper credit to its owner 

or originator. Generally, with proper attribution you can safely include most images in a paper for a class or 

class presentation, but if you intend to use the picture on an openly available web page or in a published 

document you must obtain the permission of its owner before doing so.  

 Associated Press Photo Archive 
The AP Photo Archive contains some 400,000 images, most of which are contemporary photos made 

since late 1995. Hundreds of spot news and feature pictures enter into the Archive each day, and a 

selection of historical images are scanned in weekly.  

 Google Image Search 
This popular and extensive web search engine provides an option designed for searching for images on 

the web.  

http://serials.abc-clio.com/active/start?_appname=serials&initialdb=AHL
http://serials.abc-clio.com/active/start?_appname=serials&initialdb=HA
http://www.engineeringvillage.com/controller/servlet/Controller?CID=quickSearch&database=1
http://library.cqpress.com/cqresearcher/
http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/viva_uva?db=ITOF
http://isiknowledge.com/wos
http://global.factiva.com/en/sess/login.asp?xsid=S003cbsYXmnNdmnMDItMDIoMDAp5DByMU38ODJ9RcyqUUFBQUFBQUFBQUFBQUFBQUFBQUFBQUFBQUFBQUFBQUFBQUEA
http://web.lexis-nexis.com/universe
http://proquest.umi.com/login?COPT=REJTPTNiMDQrMzZmYisxYWNkKzFhY2MrMjY4YSZJTlQ9MCZWRVI9Mg==&clientId=8772
http://wnc.dialog.com/
http://www.lib.virginia.edu/dmc/colls/ap/ap.html
http://www.google.com/imghp?hl=en&ie=ISO-8859-1&q=


 

 Historical Image Collection - Smithsonian Institution 
The Science Service Historical Image Collection represents twentieth-century scientific research 

consisting of images and original captions as they appeared in period publications.  

 Science and Society Picture Library  
A searchable collection of over 50,000 images relating to science and its role in society. Includes 

persons, objects, concepts, historical events, etc. 

There are many other resources for locating images on the web, both still pictures and video or animations. For 

further suggestions see also the Brown Library's Science and Engineering Images subject guide. 

 

 

Socio-Economic and Ethical Information 

You can often find socio-economic and ethical information in many of the same books and journal article 

databases you use to find factual and technical data about your topic. Sometimes, however, you may also need 

to consult other "non-technical" databases for this kind of information. Here are several other good possibilities 

to get you started: 

 ASSIA: Applied Social Science Index & Abstracts  

Covers health, social services, psychology, sociology, economics, politics, race relations and education.  

Business Index ASAP 
Contains abstracts and full text from business, finance, management and industry periodicals and includes 

articles on the ethical and social implications of these areas.  

Online Ethics Center for Engineering and Science  
The mission of the Online Ethics Center at the National Academy of Engineering is to provide readily 

accessible literature and information, case studies and references, and discussion groups on ethics in 

engineering and science. It focuses on problems that arise in and for the work life of engineers and scientists. 

Sociological Abstracts  
Treats sociology and related fields and includes book, book chapter, and conference paper abstracts and book 

reviews. 

SourceOECD 
Provides the full text (in PDF format) of all books, reports, periodicals, and statistical databases published by 

the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD).  

STAT-USA 
Includes National Trade Data Bank, Economic Bulletin Board, Global Business Procurement Opportunities, and 

Bureau of Economic Analysis Economic Information.  

There are many other databases that may have useful socio-economic information in them. Please ask for 

assistance at the Information Desk of any library or visit the Brown Library's Social, Ethical and Economic 

Aspects of Science and Engineering subject guide page for more suggestions. 

 

 

http://americanhistory.si.edu/collections/scienceservice/
http://www.scienceandsociety.co.uk/
http://www.lib.virginia.edu/science/guides/s-images.htm
http://www.csa.com/htbin/dbrng.cgi?username=va11&access=va1111&db=assia-set-c
http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/viva_uva?db=BIM
http://onlineethics.org/
http://www.csa.com/htbin/dbrng.cgi?username=va11&access=va1111&db=socioabs-set-c
http://www.sourceoecd.org/content/html/index.htm
http://www.stat-usa.gov/
http://www.lib.virginia.edu/science/guides/s-ethics.htm
http://www.lib.virginia.edu/science/guides/s-ethics.htm
http://www.lib.virginia.edu/science/guides/s-ethics.htm


Search Engines  Web Indexes 

Google 

ScienceResearch.com 

Scirus - Searching for Science 

TechXtra: Engineering, Mathematics & Computing 

BUBL Link 

Infomine 

Intute 

Librarians' Index to the Internet 

 

Extra Effort  

Sometimes, you may want to go beyond the basics and try to stretch for something out of the ordinary.  There are many other 

databases and indexes available to help you do thisðhere are a few to get you going: 

 CRCnetBASE  
Provides searchable full-text of hundreds of reference handbooks in engineering, chemistry, biology, medicine, technology 

and the environment.  

 Google Patents 
Google's patent search is probably the easiest way to do basic searching for United States patents. For patents from other 

countries try the European Patent Office Search System (esp@cenet) .  

 ASTM (The American Society for Testing and Materials) 
ASTM standards can be searched at this link; the actual standards are available in printed form in the Brown Sciences and 

Engineering Library reference collection.  Many other sources of standards existðcheck with a librarian. 

 ProQuest Digital Dissertations and Theses  You might ask why searching for a doctoral dissertation or masters thesis 

would be useful when researching a technology topic, particularly if you are writing a paper or working on a project for an 

undergraduate class. The answer is, since the author of the thesis or dissertation has already spent a lot of time and effort 

thoroughly researching the subject of his or her paper, you can save time and effort by looking at that author's 

bibliography. 

 Science.gov 
This is the U.S. government's "home page" devoted primarily to science and technology subject areas.   USA.gov is the 

U.S. government's "home page" covering all subject areas and agencies.  Ask a librarian for help finding government 

publications from United Nations and foreign countries. 

 Technical report literature forms a significant portion of the information that engineers may find useful. Even so, different 

engineering disciplines place varying amounts of emphasis on technical report literature.  NTIS (The National Technical 

Information Service) is a gateway to US government-funded scientific, engineering, and business research reports. 

Searching is freeðask the library about obtaining actual documents.  Another good resource is Scitopia, a federated 

search portal to over 3 million documents and reports produced by 15 professional engineering societies and the U.S. 

federal government. 

 DefenseLINK 
A good one-stop shop for almost anything military. You can focus on specific agencies or perform global searches of the 

.mil domain. Notice the "Web Watch" link which takes you to a handy graphical listing of major military web pages.  Also 

try the Index to Military Periodicals  which lists articles, news items, and editorials from English language military and 

aeronautical periodicals. Current index begins in 1988, but the Historical Index of AULIMP Titles  goes back to 1949.  
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http://www.google.com/
http://www.scienceresearch.com/search/index.php
http://www.scirus.com/
http://www.techxtra.ac.uk/index.html
http://bubl.ac.uk/link/
http://infomine.ucr.edu/
http://www.intute.ac.uk/
http://www.lii.org/search
http://www.crcnetbase.com/search/advanced_search.asp
http://www.google.com/ptshp?tab=wt
http://www.espacenet.com/
http://www.astm.org/
http://proquest.umi.com/login?COPT=REJTPTNiMGYmU01EPTEmSU5UPTAmVkVSPTI=&clientId=8772
http://www.science.gov/
http://www.usa.gov/index.shtml
http://www.engineeringvillage.com/controller/servlet/Controller?CID=quickSearch&database=4
http://www.engineeringvillage.com/controller/servlet/Controller?CID=quickSearch&database=4
http://www.engineeringvillage.com/controller/servlet/Controller?CID=quickSearch&database=4
http://www.scitopia.org/scitopia/
http://www.defenselink.mil/search/
http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/aulimp/index.html
mailto:sciref@virginia.edu

