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FACULTY OPENING

Digital Humanities Specialist,

Digital Research & Scholarship
The University of Virginia Library seeks a technically-grounded, visionary person with a deep understanding of scholarship in the humanities and social sciences to shape the services of the Scholars’ Lab and Digital Scholarship R&D departments around text-based digital humanities. The successful candidate will design and implement technical services that sustain legacy content while supporting current faculty development, are forward-looking to research trends such as data mining, visualization, and social, semantic, and web services, and that further U.Va. Library’s reputation as a leader in the digital humanities.
The Scholars’ Lab is located in Alderman Library and is a collaborative venture between the U.Va. Library and ITC, the University of Virginia’s Information Technology and Communications division. The Scholars’ Lab combines the services of the former GeoStat and Etext Centers and is designed to provide faculty and students in humanities and social science disciplines with technology and guidance to support their interpretive and scholarly work in geospatial, statistical, and text-based computing.  Research and Development is a unit of the Library’s Digital Research & Scholarship department devoted to programming support for scholarly projects and interfaces.  Information about both groups can be accessed at http://www.lib.virginia.edu/scholarslab/.
Environment:  The University of Virginia Library is a leader in innovative customer service, the development of digital library initiatives and infrastructure, and in the strength and variety of its collections.  The Library system consists of twelve libraries, with independent libraries for health sciences, law, and business. The libraries support 12,000 undergraduates, 6,000 graduate students and 1,600 teaching faculty. The University and the Library have a strong commitment to achieving diversity among faculty and staff. The Library’s homepage is available at http://www.lib.virginia.edu. The Neoclassical buildings of founder Thomas Jefferson's Academical Village still serve as the center of the University's Grounds and as a unique backdrop for teaching, learning, and research. For a virtual tour of the U.Va. Grounds, visit: http://www.virginia.edu/uvatours/slideshow/. 

Responsibilities:  Reporting to the Director of Digital Research & Scholarship, the Digital Humanities Specialist offers and coordinates support for scholarly projects and public services around text-based digital humanities.  This individual will: consult with faculty on scholarly and technical goals and best practices; perform XSL work in support of faculty projects as needed and provide targeted TEI, XML, and XSLT training for faculty and students; collaborate with Digital Scholarship R&D on the development of faculty projects with significant textual components; pursue innovative solutions to problems of ontology, markup, data mining, visualization, and display; supervise XML/XSLT efforts by Scholars’ Lab students attached to faculty projects; create and offer training programs related to text-based digital humanities, assist in ongoing corpus management work related to resources developed by the former Etext Center; and follow emerging standards and methods to ensure that U.Va. Library practices keep pace in public service and technology support.  The Digital Humanities Specialist is further expected to engage professionally in digital scholarship by publishing and presenting original research or development work.
Qualifications:   Master’s or doctoral degree in a traditional humanities or social science field and a strong background in text-based digital humanities. Preference will be given to candidates who can demonstrate a working knowledge of digital humanities technologies and directions, a strong public service orientation, and extensive experience in text encoding for literary or historical collections, including the design of DTDs and schemas and production of well-designed interfaces to encoded scholarly materials.  Candidates should demonstrate excellent communication skills, including the ability to present complex technical information to a generalist audience and thorough familiarity with XML, XSLT, and TEI standards.  Personal experience in conducting scholarly research, writing, and web development related to the humanities or social sciences is preferred.

Salary and Benefits:  Competitive depending on qualifications. This position has general faculty status with excellent benefits, including 22 days of vacation and TIAA/CREF and other retirement plans. Review of applications will begin on June 15, 2008 and will continue until the position is filled.  Applicants must apply through the University of Virginia online employment website at https://jobs.virginia.edu/  Search by position number FP644, complete application, and attach cover letter and resume, with contact information for three current, professional references.  For assistance with this process contact Library Human Resources at (434) 924-3081.
The University of Virginia is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action employer strongly committed to achieving excellence through cultural diversity. The University actively encourages applications and nominations from members of underrepresented groups.

